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ADVERTISEMENT. 



THE following Account of the drciKBStances 
Mtending the storm^. by which Sir Gee)rge Sonoers 
was shipwra[^ed on the island of Bermuda^ in the 
3^ear 1609, whic^ unquestionably ^ve rise to 
Shakspeare^s tsm^sst^ and suggested to him' the 
title^ as well as some incidents^ ofi that admirable 
comedy, was written some years agOj and shewn 
to a highly valued friend, whose literary attam- 
ments and love of coricms inquiry, always ineUcie 
him to knd a favourable ear to the researdie^ of 
others. It makes a partT of the Dtequisition con^ 
cerning the order of Shakspeare*s plays, in an en-^ 
larged, and I trust improved, form, and will here- 
after appear in its place in a second edition of that 
great poet's works; which has been too long de- 
layed by various causes, not necessary to be here 
stated, but will, I hope at no distant period, be 
committed to the press. 

The immediate connexion between Shakspeare's 
play and the tempest above alluded to, not having 
been noticed by any preceding editor or commen- 
tator, I conceived this discovery, which forms the 
subject of the following pages, to be exclusively 
my own ; but the Observations on this poet by a 
learned and ingenious critick, which have been 



IV ABVBETISBliBKT* 

published within these few days^ have shewn me 
my mistake in this respect^ the same notion 
having also struck the author of that * valuable 
and entertaining work.* That gentleman, how*, 
ever, whose remarks abundantly evince that his 
candour is equal to his learning and judgment, I 
doubt not, will be pleased to find his statement on 
. this subject strengthened and confirmed by au- 
thentick evidence, and the true date of this de- 
lightful comedy indisputably ascertained. 

Every thing that tends to illustrate the works of 
Shakspeare, carries with it so much attraction, that 
I shall make no apology for the following detached 
observations ; nor is it necessary to state more par- 
ticularly the motives which have induced me to 
commit them now to the pcess. 

Foley Place, 
January 12, 1808. 

* niustratioDs of Shakspeare and Andent Maxmen^ &c* in 
two volumes, 8vo. By Francis Douce. See vol. I. p. 5. 
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THE TEMPEST, lail- 

In the Essay on the Chronological Order of 
Shakspeare*s Plays, published in 1790, I observed, 
that probably some particular and late misfor- 
tune at sea gave rise to the comedy now under our 
consideration, and induced our poet to denominate 
it THE TEMPEST, On further investigation . of 
this subject, and after perusing some curious and 
very scarce tracts of that time, which I had not 
then seen, 1 have no doubt that my conjecture 
was perfectly well foundSa, and that the leading 
circumstance of this play, from which its title is 
derived, was suggested to Shakspeare by a recent 
disaster, which doubtless engaged much of the 
conversation of his contemporaries, — the dreadful 
hurricane that dispersed the fleet of Sir George 
Somers and Sir Thoma* Gates, in July 1 609, on 
their passage with a large supply of provisions afed 
men for the infant colony in Virginia ; by which 
the Admiral-ship, as it was called, having those 
^ . B 
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two commander$ on board, was separated from 
the rest of the fleet, and wrecked on the Island 
of Bermuda. The principal circumstances indeed 
correspond so precisely, that at the first view it 
may appear strange, that the true origin of this 
comedy was not long since found out ; but the 
wonder on that head will cease, whai it is consi-^ 
dered how . very difficult it is to ascertain the 
minute particulars of an event that happened 
near two hundred years ago, and that accident 
alone can furnish us with the volumes which com- 
posed, Shakspcare's library.. Without the aid of 
those tracts, in which the various circumstances of 
this misadventure were related, the resemblance 
between certain passages in the play and the 
archetype on which it was formed, could not be 
discovered. I may add, that our poet hinjself 
also, in some measure, contributed to lead the 
most sedulous inquirer astray, by very properly 
making the scene of his piece an island at a con- 
siderable distance from Bermuda, in order to. give 
the magical part of his drama a certain mysterious 
dignity which Bermuda itself^ then the general 
topick of conversation, could not have had. With- 
out having read Tacitus, he well knew that omne 
iGNOTUM FEO MAGNiFico EST ; that an uukuown 
island would give a larger scope to his imagination, 
and make, a greater impression on theatrical spec- 
tators, than one of which the more enlightened 
part of bis audience had recently read a mi- 
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hute atid cireumstaiitial account. — ^tJhquestionably^ 
however, the circnmstance of Bermuda's having 
been considered an enchanted island gave rise to 
the magick of the tempest, and was immedi-* 
ately in his thoughts during its composition. 

Our poet's great patron, the Earl of Souths 
ftmpton, had early shewn a strong disposition to 
encourage voyages of discovery ; in which a prin- 
cipal motive that actuated him and other distin-i^ 
guished persons of those times, seems to have 
been, the hope of civilizing and converting the 
savages of remote countries to Christianity. In 
the year l605, in Conjunction with his brother- 
in-law. Lord Arundel of Wardour, he had fitted 
out a ship under the command of Captain George 
Weymouth, with a view to make discoveries on 
the coast of Virginia. On what part of the large 
distrii^ which then bore that name he landed, is 
not exactl3r known ; but a very intelligent writer sup- 
poses that he sailed up the river of Connecticut. His 
stay, however, wa^very short i for after having for 
Some time explored the country, and carried on some 
traffick with the natives, from whom he had taken 
five Indians as hostages during his intercourse 
with them, finding reason to believe that some 
treachery was intended towards him, he speedily 
set S£til for England, where he arrived on the 18th 
of July, after an absence of about three months ; 
bringing with him the Indians above-mentioned. 
Two of those savages, Namonta-ck and Ma- 

B 2 
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cfitJMPS lived to sail for their own couiltry with 
Sir George Somers in iSoQ; another named 
Tantum sailed for Virginia with Captain Smith 
in 16 14; and the other two probably died in 
London, and were exhibited as a show after their 
deaths, a circumstance to which Shakspeare has al- 
luded in the second act of this comedy, sc. 2 ; 
and which, though then unacquainted with these 
particulars, I formerly suggested, as likely to contri- 
bute some aid in fixing the date of the tempest : 
but if even the day of the death of either of them 
were known, it would only ascertain a time before 
\vhich the play could not have been composed^ 
unless it were shewn that some Indian had pre- 
viously died, and been exhibited in London ; and 
I am now not under the necessity of having re- 
course to such uncertain grounds of conjectui'e^ 
as I shall be able to point out the precise period 
when this beautiful comedy was written and first 
represented. 

In 16O8, Captain Harlow was sent to Cape 
Cod by Lord Southampton and som*^ of the 
inhabitants of the Isle of Wight, and brought 
back with him five Indians, one of whom was 
named Epinew or Epinow, a man of extraordi- 
nary stature and* strength, who was exhibited for 
money in various parts of London. 

I have mentioned the voyages of Captains 
Weymouth and Harlow, because they were un- 
dertaken partly^t the charge of Lord Southamp- 



ton, and must on that account alone have at- 
tracted our poet's notice, and drawn his attention 
to the colonial projects that took place at this 
period. Men's thoughts indeed were then so 
strongly directed towards the new world, that the 
successes and miscarriages of the several adven- 
turers who went there could not but have been 
a very general topick of conversation, as is evinced 
by the various publications on those subjects.* 



\ 



* 1 . A briefe and true Relatton of the Discovery of the North 
Fart of Virginia^ being a most pleasant^ fraitfull, and commo- 
dious^ soile, &c, by John Brereton. 4to. l602. 

2. A prosperous Voyage in the Discovery of the North Part 
of Virginia. By Captain Greorge Weymouth. 4to. l605. 

3. Nova Britannia, offering most excellent Fruites by plant- 
ing in Virginia. 4to. 1609.— ^This tract was entered in the 
Stationers' Register, Feb. 16, 16O8-9. 

^ 4. Virginia valued by the Description of the Maine Land of 
plorida^ her next neighbour 5 translated out of Portugues- 
By Richard Hackluit. 4to. 1S09. 

5. A good Speed to Virginia. By Robert Gray. Entered in 
tibe Stationers* Register, May 3, 1609. 

6. A True and Sincere Declaration of the Purpose and End« 
of the Plantation begun in Virginia, &c. 4to. 1610. This 
tract will be haore particularly noticed hereafter.— See p. 15. 

7. " A Sermon preached in London before the Right Hon, 
Lord Delaware, Lord Gov*nor and Captayn Gen'rall of Virgi- 
nia^ and others of bis Ma*ties Councell for that Kingdome, 
21st of Feb. last, entitled, A Newe Year's Gifte to Vu-ginia." 
Entered in the Stationers' Register, March 19,' 1609-IO. 

8. Virginia News 5 — published before Oct. 1st, I610, asapr 
pears by an assignment of that date, in the Stationers* Register. 
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A new charter having been granted' in May 
1609^ to the Company for niaking a plantation 
and settlement in Virginia, it was resolved by the 
Treasurer and Council of that Company to send 
thither immediately a large supply of men and 
provisions. Of the disaster which befel the fleet 
employed on that occasion, the following clear and 
succinct account has been given by a very sensible 
modern historian. To his narrative I shall sub^ 

9. A Discovery of the Bermudas^ &c. (as in p. 22.) B7 
Sil. Jourdan. 4to. 161O. Republished with a4ditions^ in l6l3. 

10. A true Declaration of the Estate (^ the Colonie of Vir-« 
ginia^ &c. (as in p. 21.) Entered in the Stationers* Register^ 
Nov. 8, 1610. 

11. The Relac'on of the Right Hon'ble the Lord Delaware^ 
Lord Gove'nour of the Colony planted in Virginia, made to the 
LL. and others of the Counsel! of Virginia, touchinge hb un« 
expected retume home, &c. 4to. l6iK In the Bodleiaa 
liibrary. Entered in the Stationers* Register, July 6, l6iK 

12» A Ballad, called The Last News from Viiioinia> 
being an Encouragement to ^ others to follow that noble En- 
terprize, &e. -Entered in the Stationers* Register by John 
Wright, August 16, I611. 

13. The New Life of Virginia, declaring the former Success 
and present \tate of that Plantation* 4to. l6l2. 

I** The Proceedings of the English Colony in Virginia, from 
J 606 to this present Year l6l2. By W. S. [W. Strachcy.] 4to. 
1612. — ^Thislist, I believe, is far from being complete. 

In a letter written to the Earl of Shrewsbury, June 8, 1609, 
Dr. Tobias Mathew, ArchlMshop of York, says;-^'' Of Vir- 
ginia there be so many tractates, divkiCi humane, historically 
politicall, or caU them as you please, as no frirther inteIligea<Hi 
J dare desire/' Lodge*s Illustrations^ &c. iii. SJU 
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join the more minute and particular relation of 
one engaged in this adventure, as well as that 
printed by authority of the Council ; which will 
fully shew that the incidents attending it sug- 
gested to Shakspeare the leading circumstance of 
this comedy : 

^^ The New Charter/' says the Reverend Mr. 
Stith, *^ was granted to the Earls of Salisbury, 
Suffolk, Southampton, Pembroke, and other 
peers, to the number of twenty-one; to the 
Honourable George Percy,, and Francis West, 
Esquires ; to Sir Humphry Weld, Lord Mayor of 
London, and ninety-eight other knights ; and to 
Dr. Mathew Sutcliffe, with a great multitude 
more of doctors, esquires, gentlemen, officers, 
merchants, and citizens, together with many cor- 
porations and companies of London. So many 
persons of great power, interest, and fortune^ 
engaging in the enterprise, and the Lord Delaware . 
\«^ith the other gentlemen of distinction being ap- 
pointed to the several offices [of Captain -Gene- 
ral, &c.] soon drew in such large sums of money, 
that they dispatched away Sir Thomas Gates, [who 
had been constituted by the Council for Virginia; 
Lieutenajit-Gfeneral,J Sir George Somers, [Ad- 
miral,] and Captain Newport, [Vice-Admiral,] with 
nine ships and five hundred people. These three 
gentlemen had each of them a commission, — ^who 
first arrived to call in the old. But because they 
could not agree for place, it was concluded that 
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they should all go in one ship^ called the 8£A-» 
VENTURE. They sailed from England the latter 
end of May,* 1609; hut the 25th of July the 

ADMIRAL-SHIP WAS PARTED FROM THE REST OF 

THE FLEET by the tail of a hurricane, having on 
board the three commanders, an hundred and fifty 
men, their n^w commission and bills of lading, 
together with all manner of instructions and direcf 
tions, and the best part of their provisions. Sha 
arrived not, but was foundered at Bermudas, as 
shall be hereafter related. A small catch likewise 
perished in the hurricane; but the seven other 
ships came safe*' [to Virginia] .-j- 

^^ It hath been before said (continues the histo^ 
rian) that the Admiral- ship, with Sir Thomas Gates, 
Sir George Somers, and Captain Newport,^ on 
board, was separated from the rest^f the fleet in^ 
a storm. She was sb racked and torn by the 
violent working of the sea, and became so shat- 
tered and leaky, that the water rose in the hold 
above two tire of hogsheads; and they were 
obliged to stand up to their middles, with kettles, 
buckets, and other vessels, to bail it out. And 
thus they bailed and pumped three days and nights, 
without intermission ; and yet the water seemed 
rather to gain upon them than decrease. At last, 

* 

t This IS not quite correct. They sailed in feet, as will be 
seen hereafter, on the 8th of June. 

t History of the first discovery and settlement of Vii'ginia, by 
William Stith, A.M. 8vo. I74f, pp. 101-102. 
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all being utterly spent with labour, and seeing no- 
hope, in man's apprehension, but of presently 
sinking, they resolved to shut up the 
HATCHES, and to commit themselves to the mercy 
of the sea and God's good providence. In this 
dangerous and desperate state, some who had 
good and comfortable waters, fetched them, and 
drank to one another, as taking their last 
LEAVES, till a more happy and joyful meeting in 
the other world. But it pleased God in his most 
gracious providence, so to guide their ship to her 
best advantage, that they were all preserved and 
came safe to shore. 

^^ For Sir George Somers had sat all this time 
upon the poop, scarce allowing himself, leisure 
either to eat or sleep, cunning the ship, and keep- 
ing her upright, or she must otherwise, long be^ 
fore this, have foundered* As he there sat look- 
ing wishfully about, he most happily and unex- 
pectedly descried land; This welcome news, as if 
it had been, a voice from heaven, hurried them 
all above hatches, to see what they could scarce 
believe. But thereby imprpvidently forsaking their 
work, they gave such an advantage to their greedy 
cpemy, the sea, that they were very nigh being 
swallowed up. But none were now to be urged 
to do his best. Although they knew it to be 
Bermudas, a place then dreaded and shunned 
by all men, yet they spread all the sail, and did 
every thing else, in their power^ to reach the land. 
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It was not long before the ship struck upon a* 
socK^ but a surge of the sea cast her from thence, 
and so from one to another, till she was most 

IiUCKlLY THROWN UP BETWEEN TWO, AS UPRIGHT 
AS IP SHE HAD tfEEN ON THE STOCKS. And nOW 

the danger was, lest the billows, overtaking her, 
should in an Instant have dashed and shivered her 
to pieces. But all on a sudden the wind lay, and 
gave place to a calm, and the sea became so peace- 
able and still, that with the. greatest <^nveniency 
and ease they unshipped all their goods, victuals, 
and people, and in their boats, with extreme joy, 
almost to amazement, arrived in safety with- 
out THE LOSS OP A MAN, although morc than a 
league from the shore.* 

" How these islands came by the name of 
Bermudas, is not certainly agreed. Some say, 
that they were so named after John Bermudaz, a 
Spaniard, who first discovered them about the 
year 1522. Others report, that a Spanish ship 
called THE BERMUDAS Was cast away upon them, 
as she was carrying hogs to the West-Indies; 
which swam ashore and increased to incredible 
numbers. But they had been in all times before 
infamous and terrible to mariners, for the wreck 
of many Spanish, Dutch, and French vessels. 
They were therefore, with the usual elegance of tha 

* One of the persons on board, whose nanrative will be here* 
after quoted, says, '' oAljr half a mile,'* 
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sea style^ by many called ths isle of bbvils^ 
and were esteemed the hell or purgatory of sea** 
men, the most dangerous, unfortunate, and for- 
lorn place in the world. 

'* But the safe arrival of this company is not 
more strange and providential, than their feeding 
and support was beyond all their hopes or expec-^ 
tation : for they found it the richest^ pleasantest^ 
and most healthful place they had ever seen. Being 
safe on shore, they dispersed themselves, some to 
search the islands for food and water, and others to 
get ashore what they could, from the ship. Sir 
George Somers had not ranged far, before he 
found such a fishery, that in half an hour he took 
with a hook and line as many as sufficed tht 
whole company. In some places they were so 
thick in the coves, and so big, that they were 
afraid to venture in amongst them,— —Two of these 
rock-fish would have loaded a man, neither could 
any where be found fatter or more excellent fish 
than they were. Besides, there were infinite num^ 
bers of mullets, pilchards, and other small fry ; 
and by making a fire, in the night they would tak^ 
vast quantities of large craw-fish. As for hogs, 
they found them in that abundance, that at their 
first hunting they killed thirty-two. And there 
were likewise multitudes of excellent birds in their 
seasons ; and the greatest ^cility to make their 
cabins with palmeta leaves. This caused them to 
live in such plenty, case, znd cotnfort, that maay 



forgot all other places, and never desired to return 
from thence.*'* 

Such is the narrative collected from authentigk 
papers of those times, and published at Williams- 
burg, about sixty years ago, by the historian of 
Virginia, which I have thought it proper to lay 
before the reader in the first instance, because it 
describes this misadventure in a very lively man* 
ner, and is, extremely well written. But from 
these facts, it must be acknowledged, no satis- 
factory and decisive conclusion 6an be drawn 
respecting the date of this play, unless it can be 
chewn that they were known by Shakspeare. I 
shall therefore proceed to state not only how, but 
when, he became acquainted with the peculiar 
circumstances attending this disaster, to which he 
has alluded in the tempest ; so as by this 
means, with the aid of other documents, to ascer- ■ 
tain precisely the time bf its compesition. 

It has already been mentioned that seven ships 
of Sir George Somers*s fleet got to the place of 
their destination, Virginia; and having landed 
about three hundred and fifty persons, they set 
nail for England. Two of them were wrecked 
and perished on the point of Ushant; and ^^ the 
rest of the fleet (says a writer of those times) re- 
turned to England in 1610, ship after ship^ laden 
with nothing but bad reports and letters of dis^ 

♦Iby. PP..113, 114, 
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edur^gemeht ; and, which added the more to out 
erosse, they brought us newes, that the ABMiKAt- 
SHip, with the two knig. 3 and Captain Newport, 
were missing, severed in a mightie storme out^ 
ward, and could not be heard of, which we there- 
fore yeelded as lost for many moneths together; and 
so that virgine voyage, as I may terme it, which 
went out smiling on her lovers with pleasant lobkes, 
after her wearie travailes did thus return with a rent 
and disfigured foce, for which how justly her friends 
took occasion of sorrow, and others to insult* and 
scofFe, let men of reason judge."* 

The account of this disaster probably reached 
England some time in December ] 609, and was 
brought either by Captain Smith, the former 
Governour of Virginia, who left it at Michaelmas in 
that year, or by the first of the five ships that ar- 
rived in an English port* To dispel the gloom which 
this ill news spread among the undertakers wha 
had fitted out the fleet, the Council of Virginia 
very speedily issued out a pamphlet, which was 
published either in December 1609, or early in 
January 1609-IO, with a view of preventing the 
bad effects that any exaggerated reports of this ca- 
lamity might produce. 

In this piece, after stating that Sir Thomas 
Gates, Sir George Somers, and Captain Newport, 
with seven ships and two pinnaces, sailed from 
Falmouth on the 8th of June [1609], they add, 

♦ The New Life of Vjrgima, 4to. l6l2. 
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that ^' in the height of the Canaries^ short of th€! 
West-Indies 150 leagues»> on St. James's day^ a 
7BRRIBXE TEMPEST overtook them, and lasted in 
extremity forty-eight hdurs/-which scattered the 
whole fleet, and wherein some of them spent 
their masts, and others were mudi distressed;* 
Within three days, (they say in substance) four 
of the fleet met in consort, and hearing no news 
of th& Admiral, they bore away for the bay of 
Virginia, and arrired in the King^s River on the 
11th of-August. In eleven days afterwards air- 
rived two more; they having resolved to steer, 
not for Barwada, (as originally determined in case 
of separation,) but for that harbour ; ^^ which,** 
(isay the Council) '^ doubtless the Admiral himsdf 
did not observe, but obeyed his own directions^ 
and is the true or probable cause of his being cast 
so far into suspicion ; where [whereas] perhaps 
bound in with winde, or perhaps enforced to slay 
the masting or mending somewhat in his ship, 
torn or lost in the tempest, we doubt not but 
by the mercy of God hee is safe, with the pinnace* 
which attended him, and shall both, or are by 
this time arrived at our colony.** 

Not long afterwards (this tract informs us) one, 
of the pinnaces arrived in the river or bay of 
Virginia ; making seven out of the nine vessels 
that had sailed from England. Four hundred 

^ * This pinnace, ^bich Mr. Stith ciaUs a small catch^ was 
lost. 
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persons were landed from the several ships s ^^ who 
being put sdiore without their Goverrtour or 
my order from him> (all the commissioners and 
principal persons being aboord him,) no man 
would acknowledge a superior, nor could from 
this headlesse and unbridled multitude be any 
thing expected but disorder and ryot, nor any 
counsell prevent or foresee the successe of these 
wayes."* 

Still further to dispel the gloom which had 
arisen on this failure, after stating the difficulties 
the Spaniards had experienced in similar settle- 
ments, the Council add, — ^^ But to come hence to 
our purpose : That which seems to dishearten or 
thdke our first grounds in this supplye, ariseth 
from two principal sowces, of which one was the 
eause of the other; first, the tei^pest ; and 
can any man ecpect to answer for that ? next^ the 
absence of the Governor, (an effect of the former,) 
for the LOSS of hiu is in suspbnss, and much 
reason of his safetye against some doubt ; and the 
hand of GrOD reacheth all the earth.** 

They further inform the publick, that to re* 
deem the defects and misadventures of the last 
supply^ they had resolved to send forth the Lord 
De la Ward as Governor, by the last of January 
[1609-10.].* 

* '' A true and sincere Dedaratbn of the purpose and ends of 
die plantation begun in Virginia, of tbe degrees whieh it hath 
received^ and meanes by which it hath been advanced; and ib» 
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Not content With giving this statement of' their* 
affairs, in the month of January or February l6og- 
10, they issued out a paper, which bears the title? 
of 

'^ A Publication by the Counsell of Virginia^ 
touching tlie plantation there/* 

^^ Howsoever it came to pass by God's appoint- 
ment that governes all things, that the fleet of 
eight shippes lately sent to Virginea^ by meanes 
the Admirall, wherein were shipped the chief 
GoVernours, Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George Som- 
mers, and Captain Newport, by tempestuous 
windes and forcible current were driven so farre 
to the west- ward, that they could not in so con-* 
venient time recover Cape Henrie, and the port 
in Virginea, as by returne of the same fleete to 

fcBolution end conclusion of bis Majesties Council of that, Co- 
lony, for the constant and patient prosecution thereof, untill by 
the mercies of God it shall retribute a fruitfull harvest to the 
kingdom of heaven and this commonwealth. Set forth by 
the authority of the Groyemors and Councellors established for 
that plantation.*'. 4to. l6lO. This pamphlet was entered ia 
the Stationers* Register by John Stepney on the 14th of Decem« 
ber l6op, and was licensed by the Lord De la Ware, Sir 
Thomas Smith, [the Treasurer of the Company,] Sir Walter 
Cope, and Mr. Waterson, Warden of the Stationers' Company; 
and though, according to the custom of booksellers, with a 
forward aspect it bears the date of 1610, it is clear from this 
entry and the paragraph here quoted, that it was published 
either in Dec. l609, or before Jan, 31, 1609-IO. 
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answere the expectation of the Adventurers^ in 
«ome measure ; 

'* By occasion whereof some few of those unruly 
youths sent thither, (beeing of most leaud and 
bad condition, and such as no ground can hold,) 
for want of good directions there were sufiered by 
stealth to get aboard the shippes returning thence, 
and are come for England agairie, giving out in 
all places where they come, (to colour their own 
misbehaviour and the cause of their returne with 
some pretence,) most vile and scandalous reports, 
both of the country it self, and of the cariage of 
the business there : 

^' Which hath also given occasion that sundry 
false rumours, and despightful speeches, have beene 
devised and given out by men that seeme of bet- 
ter sort, being such as lie at home, and doe gladly 
take all occasions to cheere them selves with the 
prevention of happy success in any action of 
publicke good, disgracing both the action land 
actors of such honourable enterprises, as whereof 
they neither know nor understand the true intents 
and honest ends ; - 

^^ Which howsoever for a time it may deterre and 
keepe backe the hands and helpe of many weU- 
^ disposed men, yet men of wisdome and better re- 
solution doe well conceive and know that these 
devices infused into the tongues and heades of 
such devisors, by the father of untruths, doe 
serve for nothing else but as a cloke to coyer the 
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r^retohed and leaud ^nckd of the one sort^ md 
the stupidity and backwardness of the other^ to 

' advance luiy comicnendable action that taxeth tiieir 

^ purse^ and tendeth not wholly to their own ad*- 
vantage; ^ 

^' And therefore those of his Majesties Counsdl 
in tiiis honourable plantation^ the Lords^ Knight^^ 
Grentlemen^; and Merchants^ interessed therdn^ 

> rightly conffidering that as in all other good ser- 
vices^ so in this^ much losse and detriment may 
many waies arise and grow to the due meanes and 
manner of proceedings which yet no way toucheth 
nor empeacheth the action it self, nor the ends of 
it^ which do still remainc' entire and safe upon 
the same grounds of those manifold christian 
duties^ whereon it was first resolved^ are so farre 
from yielding or giving way to any hindrance or 
impeachment of their cheerfuU going on^ that 
many of them^ . both honourable and worshipfuU^ 
have given their hands and subscribed to contri- 
bute s^ine and againe to new supplies^ if need 
require. 

*^ And further they doe instantly prepare and 
make ready a certain number of good shippes 
with all necessaries, for the Right Honourable 
Lord De la Ware, who intendeth, (Grod assisting) 
to be ready with all expedition to seccmd the 
aforesaid Generals, which W£ doubt not ahb 

.LON<^ SINCE SAFELT ABBIVSD AT THEIR WISHED 
w POET IN ViEGINSA« 



^^ And (ot that former aperient hath too deatetjr 
taught^ how much and manie waies it hurteth^ to 
sufier parents to disbourden them selves of lascU 
vious sonhes^ masters of bad servants^ and wires 
of ill husbands^ and soe to clogge th6 bosiivesse 
with such an idle crue as did thrust them selves 
fai the last voiage^ that will rather starve for hun*^ 
ger^ then lay their hands to any labour i 

It is th^efore resolved^ that no such unneces^ 
sary person shall now be accepted^ but onely such 
sufficients honesty and good artificers^ as 
Smiths^ Bricklayers^ 

Shipwrights^ Mineral inen<^ 

Sturgeon-dressers^ Bakers^ 

Joyners, Gun-foundefSj^ 

Carpenters^ Fishermen, 

Gardeners^ Plough-wrights^ 

Turners^ Brewers> 

Coopers; Sawyers^ 

Saltmakers^ Fowlers, 

Ironmen, for fumasse Vine-dressers, ^ * 

and hammer, > Surgeons, 
Brickmakers, and 

Hiysicians for the body, and learned Divines to 
instruct the Colony^ and to teach the Infidels to 
worship the true God : of which so many as will 
Vepaire to the house ot Sir Thomas Smith, Tr6a* 
iBurer of the 0)mpany, to profier their service in 
this action, before the number be full,, and will 
put in good suretie to be readie to attend the said 
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Honourable Lord in the voyage, shall be enter- 
tained with those reasonable and good conditions^ 
as shall answer and be agreable to each mkn's 
sufficiency in his severair profession."* 

In April oir May, lOlO, Lord De la Ware, 
with three ships, sailed for Virginia, and arrived. at 
James-Town on the gth of June. Here first he 
learned, that Sir Thomas Gates and Sir George 
Somers were not lost, as had been supposed in 
England, the two knights having arrived at Vir- 
ginia about a fortnight before him, in two cedar 
vessels which they had built at Bermuda, fi-oin 
which they sailed on the 10th of May, after 
having spent about nine months on that island. 
Shortly afterwards, (June IQ, l6lO,'f') the new 
Govenour sent Sir George Somers for a fresh sup- 
ply of victuals to Bermuda, where he died, Nov. 9, 
1610, as appears by an inquisition taken at Dor- 
chester on the 26th of July, 161 1.;}: 

* Imprinted^ at London^ by Thomas Harelandj for William 
"Welhy, and are to be sold at his shop in Paulas Church-yard, 
at the signe of the Swanne, 161O. [probably Jan. 1609-IO]. a 
half-sheet. 

, f Mr, Strachey's letter, dated James-Town^ July 7> 161O. 
MSS. Harl. 7009. art. 12. fol. 35. 

% Escaet. 10 Jac. p. 2* n. 127. 

His body was landed at L3niie, in Dorsetshire, and he was 
buried in the church or cemetery of Whitchurch Canonicorum, 
on the 4th of June, iff 1 1 -, as appears by an entry in the Register 
of that parish, which the Rev. Mr. Tucker^ in the year 1802, 
oUigiogly examined^ at my request. 
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Daring a great part of the year 1610, the fate 
of Somers-and Gates was not known in England ; 
but the latter, having been sent home by Lord 
Delaware, arrived there in August or September, 
1610 ; and before the end of that year, in order 
to xjuiet the minds of those who were concerned 
in this adventure, and to assure the publick of 
the safety of Sir George Somers, the Council of 
Virginia published a Narrative * of the disasters 
which had befallen the fleet that had been sent 
out in 1609, from materials furnished by Sir 
Thomas Gates.'f' 

Previously however to its appearance, one Jour- 
dan, who probably returned from Virginia in 
the same ship with that gentleman, pursuing a 
course which we have seen practised in our own 
time, and availing himself of the publick curio- 
sity, anticipated - the authentick account by hastily 
drawing up a narrative of this disastrous voyage, 

• '' A tnie Declaration of the estate of the Colonie in Virgi- 
nia^ with a confutation of such scandalous reports as have 
tended to the disgrace of so worthy an enterprise. Published 
by advise and direction of the Councell of Virginia." 4to. 16IO* 

f In '' the New Life of Virginia," 4to. l6l2, this narrative 
is ascribed to Sir Thomas Gates. Mr. Strachey speaks of it as 
the relation of him and those associated with him in commands 
In a subsequent page, I have called this tract, '' Gates's Narra- 
tive," as un(]^estionably a great part of the materials was furnish- 
ed by him 5 but I sus].)ect that it was written by'Sir Edwin Sandys, 
the well known author of Europje Specvlvm, and a zealous 
promoter of the settlement in Virginia, 



i^hioh appears to have been issued out very ex- 
peditiously ; for his Dedication^ which is addressed 
^' to Master John Fitzjames^ Esquire, Justice of 
peace in Dorsetshire/' is dated on the 13 th of 
October, 1610 ; but from an apprehension, doubt- 
less, that his publication niight have been forbid-* 
den by authority, if any previous notice of it had 
been given, this pamphlet was published without 
a license, not being entered in the Stationers* 
Register. It is entitled, ** A Discovery of the 
-Bermudas, otherwise called the islb of divebs; 
by Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George Sommers, and 
Gaptain Newport, with divers others.*** Though 
theslibstaneebf this narrative has already been given 
iri Mr. Stith's detail of the disaster produced by 
the storm of Jiily, 1 609, it is necessary to repeat 
some part of it, because here and in the subsequent 
tract published by authority, it was, that Shakspeare 
found those materials of which he has availed him- 
self in the comedy now under our consideration. 

Jourdan, after informing his reader that he was 
one of those who sailed from England with Sir 
George Somers and Sir Thomas Gates, in the 
Sea-adventure,'f' proceeds to relates the circum- 
stances of the storm which happened on the 25 th 
of July, 1 609. They were bound for Vijginia, 
and at that time in thirty degrees, north latitude, 

• By Sa. Jourdan. 4to. 16IO. 

+ *' A vessel of about 300 ton," says Howes, in bis ClontU 
nuation of Stowe*s Chronicle, l6l5. 
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The whole crew^ amounting to one hundred tnd 
fiflj persons^ weary with pumping^ had given all 
for lost^ and began to drink their* strong waters^ 

AND TO TAKE LEAVE OP EACH OTHER^ intending 

to commit themselves to the mercy of the sea. 
Sir George Somers^ who had sat three days and 
nights on the poopy with jio food and little rest, 
at length descried land^ and encouraged them 
(many from weariness haying fallen asl^jsp) 
to continue at the pumps*. They complied ; and 
fortunately the ship was driven and jammed .;pe* 
T WEEN TWO RocKS^ ^^ fast lodged and locked for 
further bud^ng." One hundred and fifty persons 
got ashore ; and by means of their boat and skifi^ 
for this was '^ half a mile from land/' they saved 
such part of their goods and provisions as the 
water had not spoiled^ all the tackling and much 
of the iron of their ship, which was of great ser- 
vice to them in. fittingout another vessel to carry 
them 1 J5 Virginia. 

^^ But our delivery," ^ays Jourdan, ^^ was not 
more strange in falling so opportunely and happily 
upon the land, as [than] our feeding and proyi*^ 
sion was, beyond our hopes, and all men's expecta- 
tions, most admirable ; for the Islands of the Ber- 
^mydas, as every man knoweth that hath heard or 
read of them, were never inhaeitep by any 
christian or heathen people, but ever esteemed 
and reputed a most prodigious and inchanted 
?LACB^ affording nothing but gusts, storms, and 
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foul weather; which made every navigator and 
mariner to avoid them as Scylla and Charybdis, 
or as they would shunne the Divell himself: and 
no man was ever heard to make for this place, 
but as, against their wils, they have, by storms 
and dangerousnesse of the rocks lying seven 
leagues into the sea, suffered shipwracke. Yet 
did we finde there the atre so temperate and 

the COUNTRY so ABOUNPANTLY FRUITFULL of all 

fit necessaries for the sustentation and preserva- 
tion of man's life, that, most in a manner of all 
our provision of bread, beere, and victuall, being 
quite spoyled in lying long drowned in salt watery 
notwithstanding we were there for the space of 
nine months (few days over or under) we were not 
only well .refreshed, comforted, and with good 
satiety contented, but out of the aboundance 
thereof provided us some reasonable quantity and 
proportion of provision tp carry us for Virginia, 
and to maintain our selves and that company we 

found there; wherefore my opinion sincerely of 

this island is, that whereas it hath beene, and is 
still accounted the most dangerous, unfortunate, 
and forlorne place of the world, it is in truth the 
richest, healthfuUest, and pleasing land, (the 
quantity and bignesse thereof considered,) and 
meerely naturall, as ever man set foote upon." 

On the 28th of July they landed. They all 
then b^gan to search for provision, Iti half an 
hour Sir Thomas Gates took as many fishes with 
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hookes^ as sufficed the whole company for one day. 
When a man stept into the water^ the fish came 
round about him. *^ These fishes were very fat 
and sweete^ and of that proportion and bignesse^ 
that three of them will conveniently lade two 
men : those we called bock-fish. Besides^ there 
are such aboundance of mullets^ that with a seane 
might be taken at one draft one thousand at the 
least ; and infinite store of pilchards." There was 
also a great plenty of cray-fish. The country af- 
forded such an abundance of hogs, that Sir 
George Somers, who hunted them, brought in 
thirty-two at one time. 

*^ There is fowle in great aboundance in the 
islands, where they breed, that t-here hath beene 
taken in two or three howres a thousand at the 
least, being of the bignesse of a good pigeon. 

*^ Another sea-fowle there is, that lyeth in lit- 
tle holes in the ground, like unto a coney-hole,' 
and are in great numbers ; exceeding good meat, 
very fat and sweet, (those we had in the winter,) 
and their egges are white, and of that bignesse, 
that they are not to be knowne from hen-egges." 

The birds he describes as exceedingly tame: 
they came so near them, that they killed many 
of them with a stick. They found great store of 
tortoises or turtles ; prickled pears in abundance, 
which continued green on the trees all the year. 
The island, he adds, was supplied with many 
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mulberry trtes, white and red; palmits and cedar 
trees ; and no venemous creature was found there. 

Having built their new cedar bark, they set sail 
from the Bermudas, May 10, ifiio, (leaving, as 
appears by other accounts, three men behind,) and 
landed on the coast of Virginia, May 24, when 
they found sixty persons only living and in .dis- 
tress. On this account they determined to return 
to England ; and accordingly embarked, June 8^ 
l6lO, at James-Town for Newfoundland, to g^t 
provisions for their voyage; when fortunately, 
having got half way down the river, they met liOrd 
De la Ware, who arrived from England with three 
ships. After a while. Lord De la Ware sent Sir 
Greorge Somers, ^^ a man of sixty years of age/^ 
to Bermuda, for provisions. He embarked at 
James-Town in the small cedar bark of thirty tons^^ 
which he had built at Bermuda, June 19, l6iO; 
and the writer concludes with a hearty wish for 
his good success and safe return. 

To dissipate the glciom and despondency occa« 
fioned by the disaster of the former year, and to 
shew the practicability and use of settling a colony in 
Virginia, were the principal objects of the pamphlet 
published under the authority of the Council in 
the latter end of 16 10; which is written with a 
vigour, animation, and even, eloquence, rarely 
found in the tracts of those times. Though that 
part of it with which alone we are concerned, or ia 
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other words, which relates to Bermuda, differs but 
little in substance from the account that pre^ 
ceded it, relating nearly the same facts and 
events in much better language, it is yet neces* 
sary to be briefly noticed; because Shakspeare 
assuredly would not neglect to peruse this au* 
thentick narrative. It has indeed an additional 
claim to our attention; for the writer of this 
tract, having compared the disastrous tempest 
which wrecked Sir George Somers and his asso- 
ciates on the island of Bermuda, and their sub^ 
sequent escape from the immediate destruction 
which threatened them, to those dramatick com- 
positions in which similar changes of fortune are 
represented, and sorrow and mirth artfully inter- 
mingled, perhaps suggested to Shakspeare the 
thought of forming these adventures into a play; 
and to him, in some measure, we may have beea 
indebted for this delightful comedy, 

" True it is," (says this Narrative,) ^^ that when 
Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George Surtmers, and Cap- 
taine Newport, were in the height of 27, and the 
24th of July, 1609, there arose such a storme, 
as if Jonas had been flying unto Tarshish : the 
heavens were obscured, and made an Egyptian 
night of three daies perpetual! horror ; the women 
lamented ; the hearts of the passengers failed ; 
the experience of the sea-captaines was amased ; 
,'the skill of the marriners was confounded ; ,tho 
ship most violently leaked ; and though two thou-* 
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«and tunne of water by pumping from Tuesday 
noone till Fryday noone was discharged, notwith- 
standing, the ship was halfe filled with water: 
and those which laboured to keepe others from 
drowning, were halfe drowned themselves in la- 
bouring. But God, that heard Jonas crying out. 
of the belly of hell, he pittied the distresses of 
his servants ; for behold, in the last period of ne- 
cessitie. Sir George Summers descryed land, which 
was by so much the more joy full, by how much their 
danger was despairefull. The islands on which 
they fell, were the Bermudos ; a place hardly ac- 
CESSABLE, through the invironing rocks and dan- 
gers : notwithstanding, they were forced to runne 
their ship on shoare, which through God's provi- 
dence fell betwixt two rockes, that caused her to 
stand firme, and not immediately to be broken ; 
God continuing his mercie unto them, that with 
their long boats they transported to land before 
night all their company, men, women, and chil- 
dren, to the number of one hundred and fiftie ; 
they carryed to shoare all the provision of unspent 
and unspoyled victuals, all their furniture and 
tackling of the ship, leaving nothing but bared 
ribs as a pray unto the ocean. 

*^ These islands of the Bermudos have ever 

been accounted as an inchaunted pile of rockes, 

I •• • • 

and A DESERT INHABITATION FOR DIVELS ; but all 

the fairies of the rocks were but flocks of birds, 
and all the divels that haunted the woods were 
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' but beards of swine. Yea, and when Acosta, in 
his first booke of the hystories of the Indies, aver- 
reth, that though in the Continent there were 
diverse beasts and cattell, yet in the islands of His- 
paniola, Jamaica, Marguarita, and Dominica, there 
was not one hoofe, it increaseth the wonder how 
our people in the Bermudos found such abundance 
of hogs, that for nine moneths' space they plenti- 
fully sufficed; and yet the number seemed not 
much diminished. — ^Again; as in the great famine 
of Israeli God commanded Elias to flie to the 
brooke Cedron, and there fed him by ravens, so 
God provided for our disconsolate people in the 
. midst of the sea by foules ; but with an admirable 
« difference : unto Elias the ravens brought meat, 
unto our men the foules brought themselves for 
jmeate; for when they whisteled or made any 
strange noyse, the foules would come and sit on 
their shoulders ; they would suffer them selves to 
be taken and weighed by our men, who would 
tnake choise of the fattest and fairest, and let flie 
the leane and lightest : an accident I take it, that 
: cannot be paralleled by any hystori^, except when 
God sent abundance of quayles to feed his Israel 
in the barren wildernesse. Lastly, they found the 
berries of cedar, the palmeto tree, the prickle peare, 
sufficient fish, plenty of tortoises, and divers other 
kinds which sufficed to sustaine nature. They 
found diversity of woods, which ministred jnate-^ 
rials for the building of two pinaces, according 
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to the direction <Jf the thtee provideht <jov«* 
fiourSi 

** Consider all these things togethef . At the in-* 
rtant of neede they descryed land ; halfe an hower 
more had buried their memorial in the sea^ If they 
had fel by night, what expectation of light from 
^n uninhabited desart ? They fell betwixt a labe- 
rinth of rockes, Which they conceive are mouldred 
into the sea by thunder and lightning. This was 
not Ariadne*s threedj but the direct ling of Goi>*a 
providence. If it had not beene so nbere land^ 
their comjmiiie or provision had perished by water; 
if they had not found hogs, aiid foule^ and fish> 
they had perished by famine i if there had not 
beene fuell, they had perished by want of fire : if 
there had not beene timber, they could not have 
transported them selves to Virginia, but muSt 
have beene forgotten for ever. Nimhim timet ^ qui 
Dso nan credit ; he is too iitipiously fearefuU, that 
will not trust in (Jon lS> powerfully 

*^ What is there in all this tragigall-comjA^ 
DIE, that should discourage us with itnpQSsibilitie 
of the enterprise ? when of all the fleete, one 
onely ship by a secret leake was' indangered, and^ 
yet in the gulfe of despaire was so graciously pre- 
served. Quie videtur pisna^ est medecma; that 
which we accompt a punishment of cvill, is but a 
medecine against evill.*** 

* '' A true DedaratiiXi of die estate of the Colpoie in Vir« 
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From the preceding statements it appears, that 
during a great part of the year 1610, it was aup« 
posed in . Eiiglandy that the ship containing the 
Lieutenant-Governor of the settlement in Virgi* 
nia, and Sir George Socners the Admiral, which 
had been separated from the rest of the fleet, was 
lost ; but Shakspeare, when he wrote his play^ 
&NEW THAT IT WAS SAB'S : a circiunstance ascec^ 
tained by JourdanV pamphlet^ and that issued out by 
the Council ; and therefore this comedy could not 
have been written till after their publication, or at 
le^t the publication of one of them : unless we sup-^ 
pose that our poet had the very earliest intelligence 
of the arrival of Sir Thomas Gates in August or 
Septemjl^r in that year : and even on that supposi^ 
tion the play must have been composed svibse-- 
quently to that period* However that may have 
been, it is reasonable to suppose that it waa.not 
produced on ^e stage till the winter or spring of 
1611, and we may safely ascribe it to the early 
part of th^t year* That it was performed before 
the middle of 1611, we have already seen.* . 

It now remains to shew that Shakspeare, when he 
wrote TH^TE^fpEST, ha4 in view the particulat xlis- 
aster of which so ample an account has been given. 

gioia^ &c« iU supra, 4to. 1610. This pamphlet was entered in 
the Stationers* Register hy William Barret^ Nov. 8^ 161O; 
hemg licensed by Sir Maurice Berkeley^ l^ir G^rge Capon, 
Mr. Ric. Martyn^ and the Wardens. 

^ • Under a former artide. 
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To fix as nearly as possible the exact time of his 
writing it, I have said that he knew that the Ad- 
miral-ship was safe ; and this appears by the fol- 
lowing lines, which manifestly allude to that dr- 
cumstance and several others attending the tern* 
pest that dispersed Sir Greorge Somers's fleet, and 
finally wrecked the vessel he was in, on the island 
of Bermuda: 

** Prospero. Hast thou, spirit, 
^^ Perform'd to point the tempest that I bade thee? 

" Ariel. To every article. 
" I boarded the king's ship ; now on the bepk, 
*^ Now in the waist, the deck, in every cabin, 
*^ I flamed amazement. 

^* Pro. Why, that's my spirit. 

" But was not this nigh shore? 

** Ari. Close by, my master. 

^^ Pro. But are thet, Ariel, safe? 

^^ Ari. Not a hair perish'd ; 
^^ On their sustaining garments not a blemish, 
^^ But fresher than before ; and, as thou bad'st me, 
*^ In troops I have dispersed them^bout the isle.— 

*^ Pro. Of THE king's ship, 

*^ The mariners, say, how thou hast disposed, 
f' And all the rest o' the fleet ? 

'^ Ari. Safely in harbour 
^^ Is the king^s ship ; in the deep nook ^ 

<^ *--- THERE she's HID ; 

" The mariners all under hatches stow'd ; 
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^f Whom with a chaitn^ joined to tkeir t^ffer^d 
labour^ 

^^ J have left ash^ : and for the rest c? thejleet, 
Which 1 dispersed, they all have mH aguin, 
And are upqn the Mediterranean Jlbte 
Bound sadly home for Naples ; 

.^^ Supposing that they saw ths king's ship 

WKECK*D, 

^ And his gab at pesson. perish .** 

It is obvious, that we have here a dkcBst allusion 
to several circumstances minutely described in the 
papers quoted in the preceding pages; to the 
circumstance of the Admiral-ship of Sir George 
Somers's fleet, after a tremendous tempest, being 
jammed between two of the Bermuda rocks, and 
'^^ fast lodc'd,** as JTourdan expresses it, ** for fuif- 
ther budging;* to the disaster happening very 
near the shore, and not a single person having 
perished ;^ to the mariners having ftllen asle^ 
from excessive fatigue ; || to the dispersion of the 
rest of the ships; to their meeting again, as tte 
Council of the Virginia Company have it, *^ in 
consort ;'':|; and to all those who were thus dis- 
persed and thus met again, being ^^ bound sadly^ 
for Virginia^ supposing that the vessel whidi. car- 
ried their Govemour was lost, and that his ^^ great 
person had perished.'*^ In various other passages 
in the second Act,— ^where the jJreservaticMa of 

• S«e p. 23. t pfi. ^ and 30, II p. 2S« t P« ^4* $ P< ^S* 

D 



t; 
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Alonzo and his companions is termed ^^ miraca^ 
lous ;*'-*-where Stepfaano asks, ^' have we pevils 
here ?"— where the same person makes a very frefe 
use of his bottle, andJiberally imparts it to Caliban 
and Trinculo ;f— where it is said, " though this 
island seem to be desekt, unikhabitabjle, and 
almost INACCESSIBLE, it must needs be of subtle, 
tender, and delicate temperance ;*' that *^ the air 
breathes most sweetly," and that ^^ here is every 
thing advantageous to life;'* we find evident allusions 
to the extrlaordinary escape of Somers and his asso- 
ciates, and to Jourdan's and Gates^s descriptions of 
Bermuda ;<f' as, in theiirst scene of the play, the 
circumstance of the sailors and passengers taking 
i^ave of each other, and bidding farewell to their 
wives and children, was manifestly suggested by the 
earlier of those narratives.;!: 

Having thus, I hope decisively, ascertained the 
date of this comedy, it is unnecessary to consider 
any other of the notes of time, which it may fur 
nish. In this light the Masque, .in the fourth Act, 
has been represented; having been supposed to 

* In the anginal^ indeed^ strongwatefs are drunk on ship- 
board by those who conceived that the slup was sinking ; in the 
play^ Stephano's liquor is sack, and it is drunk on the bland afbr 
bis escape. But Shakspeare, when he borrowed hints from 
others, often made such slight changes. Here, the change ia 
easily accounted for : that pleasantry in which he delighted, 
could not with any propriety have been introduced among men, 
who supposed themselves at the point of death. 

t ». 24, 28. t p. 23. 
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refer to the consummation (in 16 10) of the mar« 
riage of the young Eiarl of Essex with Lady 
Frances Howard,* to whom he had been be- 
trothed in l6o6: but, not to insist on their coha- 
bitation having taken place in the year l60Q/ as 
appears from the depositions in the suit for a 
divorce instituted by the Countess some years af- 
terwards, this masque may be more justly as well 
as more obviously accounted for, by the prevailing 
fashion of the period when I have shewn it was 
written ; a fashion which gave birth to a similar 
exhibition in the play of timon op Athens, pro- 
duced not long before. Equally inconclusive is 
the circumstance of the exhibition of the dead 
Indian, alluded to in the second Act, which, as I 
have already observed, proves nothing precisely ; 
for it might have taken place at any time between 

l605 and l6l 1 . Non tali auxilio tempus eget. 

Dryden, probably on the autl^ority of Sir 
William D*Avenant, tells us, that th£ temfesx 
was a very popular and successful play ; which may 
well be believed, when It 4s considered, that, in 
addition to its own intriusick excellence, it had 
also the adventitious merit of temporary allusion 
and reference to interesting circumstances, which 
had been the subject :>i discourse during an entire 

• Observations on the tempest^ [bj Mr. Holt] 8vo, 1749, 
p. 17* That writer, erroneously supposing this consummation 
to have taken place in l6lO> seems here to ascribe this plaj to 
that year : afterwards (p. 67) he places it in 16 14. 
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year preceding its representation ; topicks so em-* 
foeUished by poesy, and so blended with fictions of 
the happiest kind, that a single disastrous event 
appears to have been converted by the magical 
hand of Shakspeare almost into a Fairy Tale. 



FINIS, 



Ktw Bru»4jc.Ktra:l. Louden, 






APPENDIX. 



AN extraordinaiy circamsUBoe inchjces me to 
add some observations to the preceding tract.-^ 
Early in die laat year a few copies oi it having beea 
printed widioia; any view of publication^ they were 
distributed among my friends and acquaintance^ 
acoompenied with an entreaty, written in each 
wpy^ that no part of it should be connmunicated 
to^^ publick. Such was the import of my re* 
quest, though not coudied precisdy in thesa 
wcHds. Notwitl^tan^ng this leqtiesti it has been 
feviewed^ on the first ol January 1809, in one 
of tl|e monthly publicationai and a miuute w/s 
ifovaat has beoi ffyea of afl the proofii here adr 
d«iQed for the pujrpose ^ diewii^ the ori^n o€ 
the title and part V the stdry of Shak^eareTg 
lVsM?i»T, ai|d of ascertaining the time when it 
waa writtM» On the propriety of this proceedU 
ii^ I shall not enlarge; more especially^ as I 
have learned that the writer in question wte in<f 
4uced to take this step> in consequence of verbal 
misinformati(m conveyed to him^ I know not hy 
whom, by whidi he considered himself released 
from the restriction which my written request 
^s intend^ to impose* The author oi the pa^. 

£ 
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per alluded to^ however^ having asserted^ that 
the foregoing discovery^ as he is pleased to call 
it^ was suggested nmhy years ago by Mr. Capell ; 
and a principal object of this premature publica- 
tion seeming to have been^ to prevent my errone- 
ously supposing that I have any claim to it, I take 
an early opportunity of examining whether his no- 
tion on this subject is founded in truths or on 
ah entire misapprehension of the. import and ob- 
ject of what has been stated in the preceding 
pages. 

And^ to avoid all confusion and misunderstand- 
ings I will first shew what this discovery is not, 
and then^ what it is. The discovery which I pre- 
tend to have made^ is not^ — that Sir Greorge 
Somers^ having in 1609 been shipwrecked on one 
of the Bermuda islands^ where }ie died^ — ^and vari-* 
ous accounts of those islands having been after- 
wards published^ in which they are represented as 
having been formerly considered to be ^^ enchant- 
ed^ and inhabited by witches and devils^ which 
grew by reason of accustomed monstrous thunder^ 
storm^ and tempest^ near unto them/' — Shakspeare 
was hence induced^ some years afterwards^ in his 
comedy of The Tempest, to characterise Bermoo- 
thes (or Bermudas) by the epithet — ^still-vsx'd ; 
and that in the formation of this play, the bsli- 

NEATIOH OF SyCOBAX AND HBR SORCERIES, THE 
CHARACTER OP CaLIBAN, and THE MA6ICK OF 

O^osFERc^ were derived from the same fountain. 



that is; fiviODi the accounts of the Bermudas. This> 
I say, is kot what I pretend to have discovered i 
but 

That the tremendous stohn, which in July, iGOQy 
separated and dispersed the fleet of ships that then 
"sailed for Virginia, under the command of Sir' 
George Somers and others, and finally wrecked his 
vessel on one of the Bermuda islands,— together 
with the peculiar incidents and circumstances at- 
tending that dispersion and shipwreck, gave rise 
to, and were the immediate origin of, the play 
of The Tempest, and the title by which it was 
"distinguished ;— that to these incidents there is a 
covert reference in various passages of that comedy; 
—and that the fate of Somers not having been 
known in England for about fifteen months after 
he left it, that is, not till about September or Octo- 
ber in the year 1610, during all which time it was 
feared, and generally believed, that he was lost ; and 
the poet, as appears from a passage in his play^ 
having known that he had landed on one of the 
Ber'muda islands in safety ; it necessarily follows, 
that this comedy was written after the news of that 
event had reached England; and, as I know that 
it had *^ a being and a name" in the autumn of 
161 1, the date of the play is fixed and ascertained 
with uncommon precision, between the end of the 
year 161O and the Autumn of 1611 ; and it may 
with great probability be ascribed to the Spring 
of the latter year.— This is what I undertook 

' \ . • E 2 i 



40 

to prove^ and tfais' I presome to' My, I hav* 
proved. 

But^ says the writer in question, all this may bs 
true ; but this is not Mr. Malone*s discovery, but 
Mr* CapeU'sy and by way of proving the truth of 
this assertion^ the following passage from thai 
gentleman*s Notes on Shakspeare has been addu^ 
ced; — V(A. ii. part ii. p. 58 ; 4to. 

^^ The idea of Atiers charactxr^ of his petr 
^ fonnances at least, which are described in what 
*' precedes this similitude, [^' the fever of the 
f* mad/"]- was catched from Haklyit, as, will be evir 
"^^ dent to a viewer of that extract which is fiiBt 
^ [second] of those are made in The School [oC 
^ Shakspeare] £rom that writer : and by ^otheo 
f ^ entered too ki that work, is that epithet's fitnesa 
« [<^ STiLL-VBxV] .confirmed, which at p. U, 13^ 
f< £i. e. p. 14. L 13, of Mr. Capell's edition of 
^ Shakspeare's plays] diaracterizes the islands, 
^ there intitl'd Bermoothes, in the ex,tract*^Ber^ 
^ mudas.*' 

[Dr. Johnson once. said, speaking of Mr. 
Capeirs Preface to his edition, '^ If the man would 
have come to me, I wouU have endeavoured to 
^ endow his purpose with words;' for as it is, '* he 
doth gabble monstrously.^ With the same charitar 
ble view it may be observed, that the first of the 
extracts here referred-io, which is taken from the 
third volume of Hakluyt's Voyages, contains 
merely a description of the light, that, in storms, 
sometimes runs ^^ upon tfa^ tc^ of the m«ine-yarde 
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ihd malnMsmsle^^ and is denominated^ according 
4o that writer, cuerpo santo. The second extract 
Teferred*to, is, a passage in a play of Thomas Mid- 
dleton**s, entitled Avy thing for a auibt life^ 
in whidi the Bermuda islands are said to have been 
formerly, infested with '^ thunder, with frightful 
lightning, and amazing noises :" ^ but now^ (add$ 
the speaker,) the enchantment brdcie, *tis the land 
of peace, where hogs and tobacco yield &ir lo^ 
c^^ease/^ This comedy was not printed till 1662 1 
but appears, irom internal evidence, to have been 
written about the year 1619^ three years after 
6hakspeai^*ft death 4 j 

- ^ But thoi^h (proceeds Mr. Capell) we have irt 
^ honesty given this extract, [that quoted from 
^ Middleton's play,3 and said of it as above, 'til 
"^ not from an opinion diat the compound referred- 
^ to p* still-vex'd*'] ^rang from thence; which 
^< should rather have been the ofispring of some 
^ fuller and LATBR relations^ by print or othmivise, 

*^ WHICH SHOULD NOT HAVB SSBN OATHBRSD 
^ BARLIER THAK 1 6 1 2,— ^PSBHAPS LATfiR. TbcSC 

^ are the reasons ; In 1609, Sir George Somro^^, 
** (of whom the islands were also called Somn^er 
'•^ islands,) the first Englishman certainly, and for 
'^ aught appears, the first European, who set his 
"^•^ foot on them, was cast upon them by 8hq>- 
" wreck; stay*d^ a year on thetn^ retum'd to 
^ them again from Virginia, and then dy'd ou 
^ them* T)iat colony calls them within its limitst 
^ and the thra ]aajortt|F of it sold them to some' 
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*Vparticulars, members of their society; who in 
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April 1612, ' sent thither a ship with sixty per^' 
sons, who arrived, and remayn*d there very 
safely/ The furnisher of these particulars and 
*^ of the extract that follows them, speaking of 
*^ the islands themselves, says further, * they 
f^ were of all nations said and supposed to be 
'* enchanted and inhabited with witches and devils^ 
*' which grew by reason of accustomed monstrous 
^* thunder, storme and tempest, neere unto them/ 
*^ Now as these particulars must, from the nature 
^5 of them, have been the subject as well of 
** writings as talk, at the time they were pass-' 
** ing, the presumption is, first, that the afore- 
'^ mentioned epithet [" still-vex'd"] rose fromr 
5^ them ; and next, that they were also sugges- 

^^ TEBS OF SyCORAX AND HER SORCERIES, OP 
*f THE PRETERNATURAL BEING SUBJECTED TO 

^f HER, AND OP Frospero's magick ; which, if 
*^it be alloVd> then is this play prov'd by it 
^^ a late composition; and weight added to the 
^'opinion that makes it the Poet's last; a cir- 
^^ cumstance that might determine the Players to 
^f place it foremost in their published collection. 
*f — Stratford, his place of birth and of residence^ 
^^< was burnt in 16 14, which should in reason* 
" have drawn him thither, and in 16 he dy'd. 
^^ The extracts, and what relates to these islands, 
" we have from Howe's Continuation of Stowe ; 
^^ (edition l63l, foL b. 1.) their name in him is 
*t Bermodes md Bermodies^ whicb> as well m^ 
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^^ Behnoothes^ (the poet^s spelHng,) are defective * 
^^ attempts to give in English the Spanish sound 
*^ of Bermudas/' 

This is the whole that Mr. Capell has said upon 
this subject ; and between this statement and mine 
the writer in question^ on repeated and mature 
consideration^ sees so little difference^ that in his 
apprehension, the passage just now quoted fully 
warrants his conclusion ; namely, that the disco- . 
very which I pretend to have made^ was previously 
made by Mr. Capell. 

The valiant Captain FlueUen strenuously main*; 
tains, that a complete and perfect comparison may 
be instituted between the birthplace of his hero^ 
Henry the Fifth, and that of Alexander the Great^ 
because there is a river in Macedon and another* 
in Monmouth, and ^^ there is salmons in both. 
If the honest Welchman's reasoning be just, then 
certainly the foregoing statement of Mr. Capell^ 
-—that the notions generally entertained in Shaks* 
peare's life-time concerning the Bermuda islands^ 
gave birth to the epithet stUUvex^dy the magick of 
Prospero, &c. exactly quadrates with mine; — ^for. 
the name of Sir George Somers occurs in both. 
Another authority also, of equal weight, may be 
adduced to the same purpose. Several years agp 
I heard the late Mr. Potter, not indeed a Welch: 
Captain, but a Welch Judge, make a very ingeni^ 
ous speech in the style and manner of Mr. Dun« 
ning, the celebrated barrister, to prove that two^ 

AND TWO Din NOT MAK« FOVlt. I^ StrOQgly $US« 
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jtoct that the apjdlause which the iii)itathrie effibrtt 
of that lively gentleman obtainedirom his aadiaice^ 
may have induced our ciitick to try his strength in 
a siipilar way ; and certainly if that were his ob- 
jectj he has not been wholly unsucoessfiil^ havinip 
very closely followed his archetype^, though not 
|)erhaps with.the same ingenuity.-— These observa-- 
tipns^ however^ are by no means int^ed as any 
^sparagement of the learning and abilities, of the 
ipQiter^ whidh I am perfectly leady to acknowledg^t 
^ut of what ayafl are aUlities^ or learnings when 
•uch paradoxes are attempted to be maintained ? 

. Jn a word^ (for it is quite unnecessary Xo ^tei^ 
Into any elaborate discussion on so clear a point/) 
whenever any rational man^ in any of our Univerr 
aities^ who has been accustomed to compare and to 
deduce, shall be found, who is ready to subscribe 
to thb writer'^ opinion, and thinks that .the 
passage quoted from Mr. Qq)eirs Notes, or any 
ether written by that gentleman, affords any. 
ground for believing that he — I will not say, . 
thought, but h^ even the slightest suspicion, that 
the storm whidi dispersed Sir George .Somers^s . 
fleet in the year 1609, and the subsequent wreck 
of his vessel on one of the Bermuda islands, gave, 
ri^e in the mind of Shaktsipe^re, to The Tkmpbst> 
and was the immediate origin of that comedy, I 
Vill then instantly relinquish the claim tha^ I have 
presumed to make; but *^ in such a thbn I write 



« NEVER.** 



The matter here in controversy lies in so narrovt 
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a tompaso^ ihal H admks of Kttte iliintration Of 
amplification: where no argumaits have been 
ddduced in suppc^t of an opinion, there is no- 
thii^ to be confuted. In some questions of a 
opmplex and difficult nature, when many specious 
observations are urged by ingenious men, in suppoi't 
of contrary tenets, an attentive consideration and 
aomid jui%ment are requisite to separate truth from 
fidsehood, and to form a just decision ; — but here 
aiFC no exposing probabilities to be balanced, and ne 
veascmiqg to be sif):ed and examined : on the one 
side, we have a series of connected proofs, all lead-r 
ing to the sam6 conclusion ; on the other a mere 
as^ion, with scarcely one colourable suggestion 
to support it* 

^ In the passage relied upon, as furnishing a dedl« 
sive proof of what has beei| asserted^ Sir George 
Somers, and the misfortune that befel him, as ha$ 
beeft already observed, are indeed mentioned; but 
the notice of this gentleman, s(nd of his shipwredki 
is merely historical and incidental. The writer 
was naturally led to mention thdt circumstance, in 
order to -attain the object that he had in view ; 
which was only to shew that the opinions vulgarly 
entertained conoerhing the Bermuda islands gave 
rise to the magt(^ of Thb Tsmpest. Mr. CbpeU^s 
language is in general so quaint, perverse, cloudy^ 
and almost unintelligible, that two men of the 
quickcist apprdie|i8i<Mi, and soundest judgment^ 
Jf^^t oAea find it extremely difficult to ascertain h^ 
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meaning ; and might perhaps, in many cas^d ascriW 
to the same passage interpretations of a totally op-* 
posite and contrary import: but here, in spite of all 
the awkwardness of his language, it is demonstra- 
ble, that the notice of Sir George Somers is merely 
incidental, and introduced solely as 'f a greese or 
step"* to the Bermuda Islands, and to the opinions 
which prevailed concerning them ; and he is ex- 
tremely particular in the conclusion that he meant 
to have drawn from this statement ; which is not,^ 
that the storm of 1609, ^^^^ wrecked Somers there, 
gave rise to the play ; but that the supposed en- 
chantments belonging to those islands' on which, 
.he was wrecked, gave rise, some yeabs aftek- 
WARDS, in the^r^^ place, to the epithet applied to 
them by the poet ; and secondly, produced the cha- 
racter of Caliban, the delineation of Sycorax and 
her Sorcefries, and the magick of Prospero. This, 
and this only, it is manifest, is the conclusion 
which he meant to draw ; and for this purpose onXy 
was Sir George Somers, or his shipwreck at Ber- 
muda, mentioned. 

With respect to the notions entertained by the 
vulgar that the Bermudas were enchanted islarids,^ 
and to the circumstances which made it probable 
that Shak$peare had those notions in view when 
he wrote this comedy ; and that the beings with 
which he has peopled his enchanted island, and the 
magick of Prospero, were in some measure derived 
from thence ; all this was known to Dr. Farmer^ 
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Bishop Percy, Mr. Steevens, and others ; (though 
not one of them could ascertain at what precise 
period Shakspeare attained the knowledge requisite 
for the formation of this drama:) and each of those 
gentlemen may be said to have anticipated the pre- 
sent writer in his discovery, with as much propriety 
as Mr. CapelL 

The remark indeed of a much elder editor, Mr. 
Theobald, is so material on this part of our pre- 
sent disquisition, that I shall here transcribe it. It is 
observable, that his Note is on the very same 
words (" the still-vex^d Bermoothes,") which gave 
rise to the remark of Capell, inserted above : 

" So this word [Bermoothes] has hitherto been 
'^ mistakenly written ih all the books. There 
^^ are about 400 islands in North America, the 
^^ principal of which was called Bermuda, from a 
Spaniard of that name, who first discovered them^ 
They are lik,ewise called Summer Islands, from 
*^ Sir George Summers, who in 1609 made 
THAT VOYAGE ; and viewing them, probably first 
brought the English acquainted with them, and'' 
^ invited them afterwards to settle a plantation 
*' there.— But why * still-^ex^d Bermudas V The 
** soil is celebrated for its beauty and fruitful-' 
** ness, and the air is so very temperate and se- 
*^ rene, that people live there to a great age, 
^^ and are seldom troubled with sickpess. But 
*^ then, on the other hand, these islands are so 
** surrounded with rocks on all sides, that with^ 
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*^ 0ttt a pcHSsct knowlec^ of t£hd pam^ » nkiai 
^f vesciel dU!ioot be brought to haven* Again, *we 
V ane toM^ that they are subject to violent stariha^ 
''VsometiQies with terriUe clattering of thunder^ 
^and dismal flaslnng of Ughtning.-**«And besidoii 
'^SiR Geoeob Summers, whbn hb ma]>s i«b 
^^ discovery, was actually shipwrbckbd on the 
'^-coast. This, I take it, n^ight be a sufficient 
^^ foundation for our author's using, the epitbdt 

A Here we see, that Mr. Theobald knew, as. well 
«^JMr. CJapell, of the shipwreck of Somers, if 
that be- any thing to the purpoae. It is, now abwa 
fliventy y/^ars' since this remarik. was made;, and L 
ask, whether in that pieriod any man, any wodoan^ 
or any child, ever supposed that Theobald was acM 
lywnfied. with the origin of Thb Tbmpbst; or 
thought that- the; impori of the forgoing pass^e 
W!as> that tlu3 comedy immedtatdy to<^ its rise 
from the shipwieck of Somers at. Bermuda; And 
I say further, that be who shoidd maintain that 
Theobald was ac(}iiainted mth the peculiar GircuacM. 
stances whidi produced this play, might do so witit 
much more probability than he who should ascribe 
ihat knowledge to Mr. Gapell ; for though ISito^ 
bald knew nothing of the matter, he has here said 
nothing by which his ignolance of its true, origin 
Ga<t bcdecisi vely proved ; while, on the other band, 
GapeU war so little aware of any immediate connect 
tiictti or.nelatipn between the stof'm tbatsbipmtdietf 



Somen and tlie ptiy> and ffo 6r was he fiom fln^^ 
hag that this dreomstanee was its imme^ate origin^ 
tiiathehas afaaost expressly dedwed his ignoraiioe 
on the suligect; canfoUy Sfeparating the drama froni 
the event thiU: gave birth to it^ and assuming that 
i0ME TSARS must have dapsed between that eveni 
and the construction of the play; during which 
time^ according to his theory^ the notions cbn«' 
eeraing the enchantment ascribed to these islands 
became wdl known,- and at last in the year l6l3 
er l6l3 reached the ear of Shakspeare. 

If> howev!^, it should be objected that Mi> 
Theobald has no pretensions to this dssoovery, be^ 
cause it does not appear from his note that he had 
any know^Mge of the magical dmracter of the 
Bermudas, then I say, ^at Dn Farmer^ Mr« 
Stoevens, and Bish^ Percy,' who had The6bald*t 
note before them, and who knew from thence (if 
Aom no other quarter) of die shipwreck of Somers^ 
md whose own^notes shi^ that they were perfects 
ly apprized of the magical character of the Bermo* 
da^ Jmve as good a title to this discovery as Mr. 
Gapdl : yet I am confident, if one thousand 
eompetent judges were asked, whether they be# 
Iteved that the three gentlemen above-named had 
tiie^slightest knowledge, or even sudden, of the 
jtrue and immecUate origin of this play, as stat^ 
ed in the prec^ng traet, that, irithout one dis** 
sentient voioei they wouU instantly answer in the 
ifagaiiveu - ^ . , . *. ^ . . > . ^ . . . ... 
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Though Mr. CapelPs words decisively shew tfaS 
futility of the conclusion founded upon them^ some 
other circumstances ought not to be omitted^ in the 
consideration of this question^ if indeed it can be 
made a question for a moment. It should there^ 
fore be rem^mbered^ that Mr. Capell wrote and 
published an express account of what he conceived 
to be the origin of all Shakspeare*s plays ; and that 
ill that account^ in speaking of Thb Tempest^ he 
lias not introduced the slightest notice of the storm 
Which dispersed Sir George Somers*s fleet, or of his 
shipwreck; — that if he had known any of the in- 
cidents attending that dispersion and wreck, whicK 
are alluded to in this comedy, he would unques- 
tionably have stated them, and the respiective pas-* 
sages with which they correspond; — that riot hav- 
ing done so, it is clear, he knew nothing of them s 
and therefore never could have thought or suppos« 
ed that the misadventure of Somers and his com- 
panions was the immediate origin of this beautiful 
comedy. 

That Mr. Steevens arid the other gentlemen 
whom I have mentioned, were acquainted with the 
disaster of Somers, cannot be doubted ; because 
they all had occasion, from what is said in this 
qomedy concerning the Bermudas, to consider 
when and by whom those islands were discovered, 
and what opinions were entertained respecting them^ 
But it is manifest, that neither they nor Mr. Capell 
had the slightest suspicion that the storm which 
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dispersed Sotners*8 fleets and wrecked his vessel on 
these islands^ gave rise to the play; nor did any one 
of them know when the accounts of that disaster 
iirst arrived in England^ or at what precise period 
the history of these events became generally known^ 
by means of the various pamphlets^ published con-^ 
iteming them. I have a right to assume that 
they were ignorant of these circumstances^ because^ 
if they had been apprized of them^ unquestion- 
ably they would not have concealed their know- 
ledge. — ^With respect to myself, I certainly had 
no notion of the true origin of this comedy, till 
in the year 1800 or 1801 I read Jourdan's nar- 
rative of the disaster that befel his Admiral: when 
the passage in T^e TempbsTj in whidh an ac- 
count is given of the dispersion of Alonzo*s fleets 
and that the king^s ship was, by those who escap- 
ed the peril of the storm, supposed to be lost, as 
well as the peculiar manner in which that ship is^ 
said to have beeii preserved, struck me so forci- 
bly, that I thought Shakspeare must have had 
the uicidents attending Somers's voyage, imme-^ 
diately in vieye, when he wrote his comedy. 
Our poet himself, as I have already observed, drew 
us all away from the true scent, by placing the 
scene of his play at a distance from the island where 
the ship of Somers Was wrecked ; and no printed 
account of his disaster, or concerning the Ber- 
mudas, having been met with, prior to the year 
1612^ an opinion generally prevailed, that the play. 



W88 produced at a later pei^od. TUs drcumitaDee 
IMA Still in contemplation^ vid drew away wetf 
kxvefttigator of the sobject from its real and im-* 
mediate sot:iite; nor could its origin and true daft 
have been^eafiily discoT^edand ascertained^ withi* 
out the aid b&those pamphletSi and other papers^ 
of which I have availed myself on this occasion^ 
fwrticuhdly the two tracts published in the latter 
^nd of ttve year l6iO. With what difficulty and 
trouble the various pieces perused and compared 
fer this purpose^ were procured^ thdr respectivia 
dates precisely ascertained by the aid of the entriea 
m the Stationers* Registers^ and the corre^ndence 
^tablished between the extraordinary circunH 
stances of Sir Oeoige Somers^s disaster and the 
various passi^ies of this comedy in whidi th^ are 
covertly alluded to, wiH not readily be conceived 
by those who have not been engaged in simihr re^* 
searches* They vibo have had occasion to trace 
and to collect all the minute particulars of an event 
tm^ happened two Centuries ago, well know die 
tedious ^fficulties and frequent disappointnienti 
attending on sueh dark and remote inquiries. 
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